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When the Salem witch trials were 
finally ended, branches of the Towne, 
Nurse, Esty and Cloyce families made a 

fresh start on the frontier in south 
central Massachusetts. Moving first to 
Framingham and later to Oxford, these 
early pioneers battled harsh conditions 

and hostile Indians to carve out a new 
life for themselves.  The daily struggle 
for survival made them a strong 

people, and many of their descendants 
would go on to serve with distinction 
in the French & Indian Wars, the War 
for Independence, and the Civil War.  

Several of their homes still stand in 
these small towns, just over Rhode 
Island’s northern border.

Come see what these early pioneers 
found, how they lived, and why they 
flourished.  Join the TFA for the 2016 
Annual Meeting in Rhode Island.

The Road to Rhode Island

RHODE ISLAND’S BLEND OF OLD 
AND NEW OFFERS SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE

TOWNE FAMILY ASSOCIATION



The 2016 Towne Family Association 
Annual Reunion, Meeting and Banquet 
will be held September 16-18 at the 

Marriott Renaissance Hotel in 
downtown Providence, Rhode Island. 
This elegant, ultra-modern hotel is 
situated in a beautifully restored, Greek 

Revival style, former Masonic temple, 
which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Its convenient location 

offers easy access to activities and 
sights throughout Rhode Island and 
southern New England.

Providence: 

Home to Brown University and the 
Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), 

Providence is packed with art galleries, 
theaters, clubs, and boutiques, as well as 
fabulous restaurants, cafes, and 
museums.  The city offers an eclectic 

mix of beautiful architecture, historic 
sites, creativity and youthful energy.  

Newport:

Rhode Island’s “second city”, Newport 
is famous for its Gilded Age mansions, 
Cliff Walk, and summer music festivals, 

but there’s a lot more to see.  Consider 
taking a walking tour of beautifully 
preserved colonial neighborhoods with 
the Newport Historical Society, visiting 

the International Tennis Hall of Fame, 
taking a boat tour or a sunset cruise on 
Newport Harbor, visiting Fort Adams 

and the Naval War College Museum, or 
just relaxing at a spa or outdoor cafe.  
Newport has something for everyone.

Bristol:

Often overlooked by tourists, this 
quaint little seaside town is popular 
with locals. Famous for hosting the 

nation’s oldest Fourth of July 
celebration, Bristol celebrates its 

historic and modern day ties to the sea.  
Tours of Linden Place, the ancestral 
home of the DeWolf and Colt families, 

offer a glimpse into the town’s 
connection with slavery and the triangle 
trade. The Herreshoff Marine Museum 
and the America’s Cup Hall of Fame 

highlight Bristol’s legacy of designing 
and building the world’s fastest yachts.  
Like Newport, Bristol offers numerous 

opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. 
Take a sailing or kayaking tour of Bristol 
Harbor, visit a bird sanctuary, bike the 

East Bay Bike Path, or take a stroll 
through Colt State Park - there’s always 
something new to see and do.

Exploring Rhode Island:

The state’s small size means every nook 
and cranny is easily accessible from a 
home base in Providence. The beaches 

in Westerly, Charlestown and 
Narragansett are some of the best in 
New England. Lighthouse tours of 

Narragansett Bay offer an opportunity 
to experience the Ocean State from 
the water. Wineries and craft breweries 
provide a sample of local flavor, while 

numerous historic sites make it easy to 
immerse yourself in America’s past. If 
you have ancestors from Rhode Island, 

take advantage of the State Archives, 
the Rhode Island Historical Society, and 
the various town libraries and historical 

associations, to further your research.

Southern New England:

Rhode Island’s location in the heart of 
southern New England makes it an 

ideal base for day trips to sites 
throughout the region. If you’re visiting  
for the first time, consider extending 

your stay and exploring this beautiful 
area.  The following are all easy day trips 
from Providence:	
	


• Martha’s Vineyard

• Block Island

• Cape Cod

• Nantucket

• Plymouth, Massachusetts

• Mystic Seaport & Museum 

• New Bedford Whaling Museum

• Boston, Massachusetts

• Old Lyme, Connecticut

If you haven’t had the chance to visit 

Towne family ancestral sites in Salem, 
Danvers, and Topsfield, MA, they are just 
1 1/2 hours away by car.

Stay tuned for more information on 
activities planned for our reunion and 
suggestions for things to see and do on 

your own.  Check the About Towne 
newsletter and the TFA web site at 
www.townefolk.com for occasional 
updates.

We look forward to seeing you!

Elizabeth Hanahan

Joanne Towne

TFA 2016 Reunion Co-Chairs
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