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On April 27, 1938, the Enfield, Massachusetts Fire Department held a Farewell Ball in the 
Enfield Town Hall. Music and conversation filled the hall, and spilled outside. Residents of 
Enfield and surrounding towns all came to be part of this evening. At midnight, the crowd 
quieted as the band played “Auld Lang Syne.”  As the music ended, four Swift River Valley 
towns, Enfield, Prescott, Dana and Greenwich (pronounced GREEN-witch), ceased to exist. 
They had been sacrificed to the need for clean water in the rapidly growing city of Boston.     
(For a video of this ball, and the 75th Remembrance of it, go to 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IVIXuRGLg8)  

 No one could argue that Boston was in need of water. Typhoid had broken out as the city’s 
water became more polluted. What water they did have was in such short supply that fighting 
fires was difficult. Numerous studies were completed over the course of years to come up with a 
long-term solution. The Swift River Valley had been known as the Quabbin, “the meeting of 
many waters, by the Nipmuc Indians who had inhabited the area for thousands of years before 
white settlers began to arrive in the area in the 1730s.  Its unique geography was finally 
determined in the 1920s to provide the best location for a huge reservoir. The only drawback – 
the people who lived and worked there, many of them farmers whose families had settled in the 
valley generations before. 

At first when rumors of plans to flood the valley to provide water for Boston started to arise, 
residents of the affected towns discounted them, believing that it would never happen. By the 
time that the legislature passed the Swift River Act on April 26, 1927 appropriating money for 
the dam’s construction, it was too late. While many families held out until the very end before 
taking the compensation offered and moving away, they had no power to affect the ultimate 
outcome. Every building was torn down or moved from the area. Trees were cut down, and 
either sawed into lumber to build the dam or burned. Graves were dug up and most were moved 
to the newly established Quabbin Park Cemetery. Even people whose homes were not in the area 
to be flooded were forced to move to create a large floodplain to protect the purity of the water. 
Today, visitors may see remains of these unflooded portions, marked by stone foundations and 
roads which go into the water. The video Lost Village – Dana, MA shows what it is now like.     
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8h1MkxroJ4  Towne descendants will have the opportunity 
next year to visit this area during our 2018 reunion. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IVIXuRGLg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8h1MkxroJ4


With Towne families spreading throughout New England and beyond, it is little wonder that a 
number of them set down roots in this valley. Farming was easier, and the rivers provided power 
sources to operate mills. One such person was John Towne4 (Jacob3, Jacob2, William1) who moved to 
what later became Greenwich in 1746 following the death of his wife, Abigail Stanley. He was 
accompanied by his brother, Gideon, also a widower. John’s descendants remained for nearly 
200 years until they were finally displaced. Their story, characteristic of many of the families 
who settled in the Quabbin area, will be explored in more detail in the March newsletter as we 
learn more about this relatively unknown epoch in our family’s history.  
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 The Quabbin watershed 

 

 

 The Prescott MA train station 
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  The Quabbin Reservoir 

 

 

Use any photos as you want  - otherwise I will use them later on. 

 

 


