
Penny Pinching in Providence
They say good things come in small packages, and by “good” they mean “expensive”. The smallest state is no 
exception, but your reunion co-chairs have taken steps to make the 2016 TFA reunion affordable for everyone. We 
have deliberately kept many of our meals and activities “a-la-carte” so you can choose to participate in as many 
of the planned activities as your budget and stamina will allow. We also offer the following suggestions for 
keeping the cost of attending our reunion as low as possible:

Accommodations

•        Share a hotel room. If you will be attending with a friend or family member, consider splitting the cost of a 
room. The Marriott’s rooms are large and well-appointed, and should be comfortable enough to share.

•        Register for the reunion as a couple. You don’t need to be married to do this!

•        Marriott members - Be sure to provide your Marriott number with your reservation - the Renaissance is a 
Category 7 hotel, and club members will earn points toward their next stay.

Transportation

•        Take the train. If you live near an Amtrak or MBTA station, you can avoid the $28/night parking fee by 
taking public transportation. The Renaissance Providence is a three  minute walk from the Providence train 
station.

•        If you’re flying into Providence and don’t have a lot of luggage, consider taking the train from the airport 
interlink station. 



Penny Pinching (cont.)
•        Rent a car downtown, or as needed, to avoid parking fees - most of downtown Providence is easily 

negotiated on foot.

•        Carpool. If someone from your area is attending the reunion, consider sharing the ride.  It’s good for the 
environment and your wallet!

Meals

•        Love a big breakfast? By all means, take advantage of the Marriott’s extensive menu. If all you want is a cup 
of coffee, some fruit, or a bagel, Panera Bread is a stone’s throw from the Renaissance and offers tasty, 
affordable fare. Or, if you’re accustomed to an early morning walk, take a stroll downtown and find a spot 
at one of the many coffee shops.

•        Bring your own snacks and breakfast items. Our hotel rooms are all equipped with refrigerators.

•        Fire & Ice, a unique restaurant located in the Providence Place Mall, offers an all-you-can eat salad bar and 
stir fry dishes for lunch or dinner at very reasonable prices.

Entertainment

•        Admission to the small, but exceptional, RISD Museum will be free on Thursday evening, September 15th, 
from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on Sunday, Sept. 18th 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. See www.risdmuseum.org  to plan your 
visit.

•        Gallery Night Providence - On the third Thursday of every month (i.e. Sep. 15), as many as 20 Providence 
art galleries stay open late to welcome visitors. Many hold informal receptions with refreshments, and offer 
an opportunity to speak with the artists themselves. You can walk, or take advantage of the free Artbus, 
which offers guided tours around a specific theme, led by experienced collectors. For more information see 
www.gallerynight.org .

•        The Rhode Island State House is located directly across the street from the Marriott, and offers excellent free 
tours Monday-Friday. Tours depart from the Visitor’s Center on the first floor at 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:00 
a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. and last about an hour. Highlights include the rotunda, one of the world’s 
largest self-supported marble domes, Gilbert Stuart’s famous portrait of George Washington, and numerous 
historical documents and articles, including the Royal Charter of 1663.

•        Check the box office for last-minute tickets to shows at the Providence Performing Arts Center (PPAC), 
Trinity Repertory Company, and the Vets Memorial Auditorium, which is adjacent to the hotel. 
Occasionally, seats can be obtained 2 hours prior to curtain at steep discounts.

•       While the schedule for 2016 has not yet been released, we’re hoping the Towne family will have a chance to 
experience WaterFire during our reunion weekend. WaterFire was created in 1994 as a one-time art 
installation by Barnaby Evans, and has grown in both size and attendance over the last 20 years. At sunset, 
thousands of spectators gather along the riverbanks in downtown Providence to witness the lighting of as 
many as 80 bonfires on braziers in the river. The bonfires burn throughout the evening, accompanied by 
music and street performers. Staffed by volunteers, there is no charge to experience this amazing event. For 
more information visit: www.waterfire.org . 
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