
36th Annual TFA Meeting & Reunion - September 16-18 in Providence, RI 
 
Plans are in place for a busy and fun-filled reunion in Providence. While we have scheduled a 
number of sightseeing trips and activities, we hope you will also take advantage of our 
downtown location to explore the capital city on your own. Come see why Architectural Digest 
named Providence “The Country’s Best Small City”, citing its “amazing architecture, great 
food, and wall-to-wall culture.” Or why Travel & Leisure readers regularly rank Providence as 
a favorite destination. 
 
Thursday, September 15: 
 
Those arriving early are invited to join us on a full-day excursion to Newport, the City by the 
Sea.  We will travel by motor coach from Providence, accompanied by a professional tour 
guide, who will provide an overview of Rhode Island history, and point out various sights and 
attractions along the way.  
 
After arriving at the Newport Visitors Center, you will be free to explore the town on your own, 
or remain aboard the bus for a 90 minute narrated tour of the city and nearby coastline.  After 
a stop for lunch, we will visit Marble House, one of the famous (and arguably the most 
exquisite) of the Gilded Age mansions, before returning to Providence by 5:00 p.m. 
 
Those departing the bus at the Visitors Center will have the option of joining the Newport 
Historical Society for a walking tour of Colonial Newport. Informative and entertaining guides 
will describe Newport’s role in the American Revolution, its early religious diversity, and the 
colorful characters who gave the colony its nickname “Rogues Island.”  
 
Please see the registration form for prices and times. A complete itinerary will be available in 
the Reunions section of the TFA web site. 
 
Friday, September 16: 
 
On Friday morning we will venture across Rhode Island’s northern border to what was once 
the Massachusetts frontier. Our first stop will be the Rider Tavern in Charlton, MA, where the 
president of the Charlton Historical Society will offer a guided tour of this magnificent building. 
Once operated as a wayside tavern by brothers William and Isaiah Rider, (who married 
sisters Elizabeth and Pamela Towne), the Rider Tavern has been beautifully restored, and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
From Charlton we’ll travel to Sturbridge, MA, where we’ll enjoy a hot buffet lunch at the Oliver 
Wight Tavern, a modern interpretation of an 1830s rural New England tavern, much like the 
Rider. After lunch we’ll be given a private, guided tour of the Salem Towne House, which was 
moved to Old Sturbridge Village from Charlton in 1952.   
 
The Townes were a large and prominent family in Charlton during the 18th and 19th 
centuries, and the Salem Towne House offers a glimpse into the lives of prosperous farmers 
and merchants of the time. Space on this excursion is limited, so please respond early to 
reserve your seat!  See the Reunions section of our web site for more information on the 
Salem Towne House and the Rider Tavern, along with a complete itinerary. 
 



On Friday evening, our annual banquet will be held in the Symphony Ballroom at the 
Renaissance Providence Hotel.  The featured speaker will be Emerson “Tad” Baker, 
Professor of History at Salem State University.  
 
Professor Baker is the author of several books on Massachusetts and Maine history, including 
his latest, A Storm of Witchcraft - The Salem Trials and the American Experience. He has 
also made numerous television appearances on PBS, the History Channel, the National 
Geographic Channel, and the Travel Channel.  
 
Professor Baker has appeared in the media quite frequently this year with regard to his work 
on the Gallows Hill Project. In January 2016, a diverse team of researchers announced they 
had confirmed Proctor’s Ledge as the site where 19 of Salem’s accused witches were hung. 
We look forward to hearing more about this important new development, along with Baker’s 
unique theories on possible causes of the witch “hysteria” and what became of the surviving 
families after the trials ended. 
 
Saturday, September 17: 
 
On Saturday morning, the TFA Annual Business Meeting will held from 9:00 to noon in the 
Symphony Ballroom at the Renaissance Providence (a separate agenda will be provided.) 
 
Lunch is on your own. 
 
At 2:00 p.m. we invite everyone to return to the ballroom for a presentation and workshop on 
researching your 17th century New England ancestors, led by a genealogist from the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in Boston. This event is free, and open to all 
registered reunion attendees. 
 
Note: Our hospitality room will be open throughout the weekend as a place to gather with 
friends, exchange research results, and pick up the latest information regarding our activities. 
 
Important Travel Info: 
 
If you are arriving by air, Rhode Island’s T.F. Green Airport (PVD) is the closest and by far the 
most convenient airport. If scheduling and/or fares make this unattractive, your next best 
option is Logan Airport in Boston (BOS). While the Bradley International Airport (BDL) at 
Windsor Locks, CT, may appear close, it is a 2-hour drive from downtown Providence. 
 
There are three Marriotts in downtown Providence: the Marriott Courtyard, the Marriott 
Providence Downtown, and the Renaissance Providence Downtown. We are at the 
Renaissance, which is next to the State House. Be sure to choose the correct Marriott when 
programming your GPS, or directing your cab driver! 
 
The street address is: 5 Avenue of the Arts, Providence, RI 02903 
 
Note: The deadline for reserving rooms at the special, discounted rate is August 9, 
2016. 
 
You can make your reservations directly with the hotel by calling them toll free at: (866) 630-



0704. Be sure to mention you are with the Towne Family Association. If you prefer to reserve 
on-line, a dedicated link has been posted in the Reunions section of the TFA web site.  


