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(1) Map of Hertfordshire and surrounding counties (adapted 

by B. Holt from one in M. Renstenôs book Hertfordshire 

Brasses)  
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PREFACE 
 

In 1924, my father, Laurence William 

Holt (1898-1970), visited Hemel 

Hempstead, with his older brother, 

Horace James Holt (1894-1975), on 

their first trip to England from New 

Zealand.  They knew it was where their 

father, Thomas Franz Holt (1853-

1908), who emigrated to NZ in 1879, 

had lived as a child. My father was 

aged 10 when his father T.F. Holt died. 

 

(2) T.F. Holt as a young man 

 

 

Laurence W. Holt brought back to NZ two postcards of 

Hemel Hempstead in 1924:  

 

 
(3) 1924      Hemel Hempstead from Hill Field Road 
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    (4)   1924   The Marlowes, a continuation of the High St   

 

In 1950, my father took his wife and four children to Hemel 

Hempstead, while he was on a yearôs study leave from his 

job as Associate Professor of Accountancy at Auckland 

University College. In 1963, after his retirement as Emeritus 

Professor, he again visited it with members of his family. 

 

       
(5) 1963: From left: B.H.Holt with NZ cousin and Prof. 

L.W. Holt, in High St, Hemel Hempstead (S.B.Holt) 
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The Deacon name belonged to my Holt grandfatherôs 

maternal ancestors.  Following the custom of the motherôs 

surname given to a second son, it was included in the name 

of his younger brother, James Deacon Holt (1855-1918).  

Franz then gave it to his second son, Frank Deacon Holt 

(1895-1963), born in New Zealand. 

 

 I began researching my Deacon line in 1992, by reading 

films of St Maryôs Hemel Hempstead parish registers at a 

Mormon Family History Centre in New Zealand.  At the 

time, as well as the Deacons, I was researching my Holt 

paternal line (published as The Holt Line in May 2000), and 

my fatherôs maternal lines, the Squire, Luxton, Evans and 

Radford families of Devon, England.   

 

I soon discovered that the Deacons, from the 16
th
 through to 

the 19
th
 century, owned a key business in the small town of 

Hemel Hempstead in which they lived.  Their line therefore 

proved far easier to research than any of my Devon lines in 

which families tended to move from place to place.  In 

August 1992, I went to England for one month and visited 

record offices and places where my families had lived and 

took photographs, some of them included in this booklet.   

 

I visited the Hertfordshire Record Office and Library in the 

town of Hertford and was thrilled to find there Deacon Wills 

from the 1600ôs.  On that visit I met another family 

historian, Sheila Pettman of Hertford, who spent a generous 

amount of her time, in the following years, voluntarily 

helping me to find out more about my Deacon family.  She 

sent me names from registers, passages in a local history, 

and pictures of places and she drew a sketch map of Hemel 

Hempstead for me. In 1995, she made the long trip to New 
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Zealand for a holiday with me and to meet a Pettman family 

member here.   

 

Another member of the family of genealogists who helped 

me work on this history is my NZ friend, Jennifer Miller, a 

relation by marriage of Freda, the wife of my late uncle, 

Horace James Holt.  She looked up some things for me 

while overseas, translated the Latin on a 1600ôs Deacon 

gravestone and commented on my first draft of this history.  

 

I am indebted to Nick Holmes of Cardiff, Wales, a 

descendant of my Deacon ancestor, Elisha(4), for 

advertising his interest in the UKôs 1987 Genealogical 

Research Directory. After I contacted him in 1993, he sent 

me a Deacon descendantôs memories of Hemel Hempstead.  

 

I also acknowledge help I received from staff of Hertford 

Library; and from the Hertfordshire Family and Population 

History Society in the UK who gave me permission to print 

copies of their logo and drawing of a Militia man.  I am also 

grateful to Mary Rensten, UK author of the book: 

Hertfordshire Brasses, for giving me permission to include 

copies of a few of the many brasses appearing in her book.  

 

I am also grateful to staff and volunteers of the New 

Zealand Genealogical Society; and Janice Hamilton of New 

Zealand for designing the cover of this book and for the 

layout of it.
1
  

      

 Barbara H. Holt, New Zealand, December 2000   

                                                           
1
 This version of the Preface to the 1st Edition includes photographs not 

originally in it and it is also slightly edited. .  
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Preface to the Second Edition 

 

In 2001, I sent copies of my 56-page booklet, The Deacons 

of Cornerhall, to members of my Holt family in NZ and 

overseas; and to several libraries, including the Hertford 

Library and Record Office in England.  As a result, between 

September 2005 and December 2014, I was contacted via 

email by four overseas people about it. 

 

The first was Marilyn Scott  of Lancashire, England who 

corresponded with me between Sept. 2005 and Jan. 2006.  

She was researching her ancestor Daniel Deacon of 

Hertfordshire, mainly using the Mormon Churchôs 

International Genealogical Index on-line. The IGI began to 

be put on the web in 1999, after I completed my research 

into the Deacon family. It was available on film in Mormon 

Libraries when I was doing my research in the 1990ôs. 

However, I chose not to use it because much of the material 

on it was not from church registers but contributed by 

family researchers who provided no sources for it.  

 

Marilyn told me information she had found on the IGI on-

line suggested her Daniel Deacon born 1709 was a great-

grandson of Elisha(3) Deacon; but she had found no church 

information confirming that relationship. In 2015, the 

situation with regard to the IGI on the web appears to be that 

the Mormon Church has removed much information and 

duplication which appeared on the old IGI. It has also 

divided the IGI on the web into a Community Contributed 

IGI and a Community Indexed IGI, the latter information 

being from church registers on the old IGI.  However, some 

information on the old IGI is not found on the new IGI; and 

the Mormon Church advises it is better to look for 
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information from church registers in the Historical Records 

part of its website: www.familysearch.org.   

     

I am grateful to Marilyn for telling me about two Deacon 

marriages she found on the old IGI I did not have details of; 

and for information she found on the Genes Reunited and 

other websites about early Hertfordshire Deacon and Fielde 

families. (This information was possibly put there by 

American descendants of Phebe Gould née Deacon, born 

1597, eldest child of Thomas Deacon, tanner, and his wife, 

Martha née Field). 

  

The second of the four overseas people who contacted me 

was an Australian, Professor Alan Atkinson, between 

January and April 2006. He was then ARC Professorial 

Fellow in the School of Classics, History and Religion, 

University of New England, Armidale, Australia; and is now 

Emeritus Professor and Senior Tutor at St Paulôs College, 

University of Sydney, Australia. He provided me with many 

pieces of information and comments about the Deacon 

family of Hemel Hempstead, from whom he is descended.  

 

Alan pointed out the Oxford Dictionary of Biography (on-

line) has a long entry about churchman Richard Field, born 

1561 in Hemel Hempstead. He was interested that it was 

suggested on the geni.com web-site that Richard was a half-

brother of Martha Deacon née Field. He also noted 

someone on a website mentioned a Professor Gould had 

written that a grandson of Thomas and Martha Deacon was 

a Lieut.-Colonel in the English Civil War. He suggested that 

because a local history of Hemel Hempstead said their son 

Elisha(1) Deacon may have been a Captain in the same 

War, having two sources for a similar story meant it was 

more likely to have some truth behind it.   
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Alan also commented on my transcription of the Will of 

Elisha (1) of 1661: You say that Elisha left to his younger 

son Thomas the Books of Marlowe. Iôm sure this is ñthe 

Bookes of Martersò- in other words Foxeôs Book of Martyrs, 

standard fare for Puritans. I was pleased to receive this 

correction as I had no knowledge of John Foxeôs book or of 

the Deacons being Puritans.   

 

I had written that some Deacons of Hemel Hempstead may 

have attended a non-conformist church after I found their 

baptisms were missing from the register of St Maryôs, the 

established Church of England in Hemel Hempstead. Alan 

thought they were possibly members of a Baptist Church; 

but knew its early records were not available now to prove 

it. (I have included in this second edition information about 

when Baptist Churches were established in Hemel 

Hempstead, which I found in a book on the web).  

 

 Alan also knew something about the Gould family. He 

wrote: Some of them were involved in the Salem witch trials 

in the 1690ôs  and were forebears of Joseph Smith, founder 

of the Church of Latter Day Saints (also known as the 

Mormon Church). 

 

Alan is a descendant of Catherine Paten née Deacon,  

daughter of Elisha(4) Deacon and Elizabeth Theed who 

married at Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire in 1743.  (Theirs 

was one of the Deacon marriages Marilyn Scott found on 

the old IGI.)  Alan also gave me information about Deacons 

he found in two Theed Wills.  With his permission, I have 

included his Theed information in Chapter 5 of this second 

edition since my great-grandmother Sarah Holt née 

Deacon, born 1821 in Hemel Hempstead, was also a 
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descendant of Elizabeth Deacon née Theed and Elisha(4) 

Deacon,  through their son Elisha(5).    

 

The third overseas person to contact me about my first 

edition was Chris Reynolds of the website 

www.hertfordshire-genealogy.co.uk, in February 2009. He 

put on his website a photo of the cover of my booklet and 

asked me how people could obtain a copy of it. I told him I 

planned to revise it and would let him know when such 

copies were available.  

     

The fourth and latest overseas person to contact me, 

between October 2014 - March 2015, about my 2000 

booklet was Karen Johnsen, Vice-President of the Towne 

Family Association of the USA.  She saw my bookletôs 

cover on Chris Reynoldsô website and asked him for my 

email address.  Karen told me she was planning to lead a 

group of TFA Members to England in 2017 and wondered 

whether my booklet would provide them with information 

about Deacons of Hemel Hempstead they did not have.  

 

Karen has since sent me copies of recent T.F.A. newsletters 

which mention the Deacons of Cornerhall, mainly in articles 

by Englishman Charles Farrow, Consulting Genealogist to 

the TFA. One of those looked at Thomas Deaconôs 

ancestors in other parts of Hertfordshire (which I have 

decided are outside the scope of my booklet).  Another is 

based on information Charles found in  Manor Court Books 

of Hemel Hempstead of the 1600ôs, relevant to the Deacons.  

 

Another by Charles Farrow, with the title Thomas Deaconôs 

House, has information from the British Listed Buildings 

website which broadly dates 5 houses I photographed in 

1992 at Cornerhall.  The Pedigree Charts prepared by Karen 

http://www.hertfordshire-genealogy.co.uk/
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Johnsen include one for Thomasôs first child, Phebe 

Deacon, baptised 1597 in Hemel Hempstead. She married 

Zacheus Gould between 1617-1620 in England and died in 

Essex County, Massachusetts, USA. Another is about their 

grand-daughter, Phebe Perkins, born 1644, who married in 

1662 Joseph Towne who was born in 1639 in Salem, 

Essex, Massachusetts, USA.  

 

Karenôs Phoebe Deacon chart names the parents of Martha 

Field, who became the wife of Thomas Deacon in 1596, as 

John Field born 1535 and Grace Turner born 1555 in 

Hertfordshire. Charles Farrow discovered the Will of John 

Field confirmed he was the father of both the theologian, 

Richard Field and of Martha Deacon née Field.  

 

I am grateful to Karen Johnsen, Charles Farrow and the 

Towne Family Assn for allowing me to mention: Thomas 

Deaconôs fatherôs Will and Manor Court Books of Hemel 

Hempstead; the Will of John Field; baptism dates of all the 

children of Thomas and Martha Deacon; some descendants 

of their eldest daughter Phoebe; and official estimates of 

when Cornerhall houses were built.           B. H. Holt 2015.  

 

Preface to the 3rd Edition   
 

Included in this edition, on page 21, is information I 

received this year from a U.K. reader who found a reliable 

source confirming Martha Deacon née Field was Richard 

Fieldôs half-sister.  Also included in this edition, on page 24,  

is some well-documented information I received this year, 

from a reader in the USA, about the Gould familyôs 

involvement in the 1692 Salem witches trial.  

                                                                                                                

B. H. Holt 2016. 
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1: THOMAS DEACON ς TANNER AND 
BAILIFF  abt 1565 ς 1642 
 

The parish church of St Maryôs (also known as Great St 

Maryôs), Hemel Hempstead is some 20 miles north-west of 

London, in the diocese of St Albans, Hertfordshire, England.  

It is in cruciform style, and was built by the Normans of 

stone and flint, with Roman bricks inserted.  Begun in 1140 

and taking about 40 years to build, its South Porch was 

added in the 14th century.  The Church has a fluted leaded 

spire, reaching to almost 200 feet, from the same period.  A 

North Porch was added in the 15
th
 century.

2
   

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6)  Brass commemorating Robert & Margaret Albyn, about 

1390, on wall inside St Maryôs Church, Hemel Hempstead 

                                                           
2
 Notes, plan & inside photo are from a booklet about St Maryôs Church, 

pub. by the Church Publishers, Ramsgate.  
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     (7) Plan of Church of St Mary, Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 

 

 

(8) St Maryôs Church, Hemel Hempstead (BHH, 1992) 
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            (9) Another View of St Maryôs Church (BHH, 1992) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           (10)  The Norman Columns inside St Maryôs Church 
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Hemel is the name of a district found in a Bodley 

Manuscript of about 705. The name Hempstead is from the 

Old English word for homestead: hamstede
3
  In 1539, King 

Henry VIII gave the town of Hemel Hempstead its first 

Charter, granting it the right to hold weekly markets and an 

annual fair on Corpus Christi.  He had his children brought 

up at Hatfield, Hertfordshire, near Hemel Hempstead. 

 

Originally from the Greek word for a servant, Deacon is an 

Old English word from the 1200ôs when it meant a person in 

the lowest rank of holy orders or a church officer who was 

officially celibate.  Surnames began to be used in the South 

of England at about this time.  The Deacon name was 

perhaps given as a nickname to a religious-minded person. 
 

In the late 1500ôs when St Maryôs 

parish records  begin, five people 

having the surname Deacon, either 

brothers and sisters or cousins, were 

married there: in 1581, Roger to 

Rebecca Groves; in 1587, Audrie to 

Matthew Robson; in 1592,  Raphe to 

Miriam Howton; in 1596, Roger to 

Annis Turner  and Thomas to 

Martha Fielde
4
.   

 

(11) 1992 Postcard of the spire of St Maryôs Church.  

                                                           
3
 Ekwall, Eilert, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-

names, 4th Edition, reprinted 1970.  
4
 St Maryôs marriages found from 1558, baptisms from 1566, on LDS 

Films, along with some Bishops Transcripts.  
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(12) Brass at St Ippollits, south of Hitchin, of the Hughes 

family.  Alice, the wife, died in 1594 at age 29.
5
 

 

There were also Deacons living in other parts of 

Hertfordshire at this time. In 1615, Laurence Deacon, a 

husbandman (small farmer) of St Paulôs Walden near 

Hitchen, left a non-cupative (by word of mouth) Will.   

 

The Field surname (also spelt Feild and Fielde) in this 

district had strong connections to the Church.  William 

Field was Minister of St Maryôs in about 1484, according to 

a list of its ministers given in the booklet about the Church. 

  

Richard Field, born in Hemel Hempstead in 1561, was a 

son of John Field, by his first wife, Margerie Gladman  

(also having a Hemel Hempstead family name) whom John 

married  on 28 July 1560 at St Maryôs. Charles Farrow 

discovered the Will of Richardôs father, John Field, showed 

John was also the father of Martha Fielde who married 

Thomas Deacon in 1596; but it did not show whether 

Martha was Richardôs sister or half-sister.  

                                                           
5
  A copy of this brass used as its logo by the Hertfordshire Family and 

Population History Society who gave permission for it to be used here. 
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A book has now been discovered which shows that after 

John Field married Margerie Gladman on 28 July 1560 at 

St Maryôs Church and their son Richard Field was born in 

1561, Margerie was buried at Hemel Hempstead on 13 May 

1573
5
. John then married Grace Turner  at St Maryôs on 27 

June, 1575 and their daughter Martha Field  was baptised at 

St Maryôs on 16 February 1578/9. That definitely makes her 

Richard Fieldôs half-sister.      

                                                                                                                         

 Richard was educated nearby in Berkhampstead.  He 

entered Oxford University in 1577 aged 16; and  became a 

very distinguished churchman.  Professor Atkinson told the 

author a long entry about Richard Field is in the Oxford 

Dictionary of National Biography which can be read on-

line.  It includes these facts: he became chaplain to Queen 

Elizabeth 1 and to James 1 and dean of Gloucester; he was 

present at the Hampton Court Conference which launched 

the translation of the King James Bible; and he was 

nationally known in England as the author of a book called 

Of the Church - Five Bookes, published in London in 1606.  

 

            Professor Atkinson said this book is an extraordinary work 

of scholarship, still regarded as one of the founding 

documents of the Church of England. Field was also a 

greatly admired preacher and very likeable and open-

minded man.  Fuller, a contemporary historian, described 

him as: That learned Divine whose memory smelleth like a 

field the Lord hath blessed.  

 

  Unlike his wife Marthaôs birth, the actual year of birth of 

Thomas Deacon of Cornerhall is still unknown.  However, 

Charles Farrow discovered from the 1582 Will of Thomas 

                                                           
5
 Nathaniel Field:  Some Short Memorials Concerning the Life of that 

Reverend  Divine Doctor  Richard Field , pub. 1716-17. Google Books.    
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Deacon of Bovingdon, 4 miles from Hemel Hempstead, that 

his sons Roger and Thomas Deacon were both under 21 

years old when their father died.  Charles Farrow also learnt 

from his study of Manor Court Books of Hemel Hempstead 

that Thomas Deacon and three other young men were 

accused of illegally fishing in a stream belonging to the 

Lord of the Manor in June 1593.   

 

The same books show that 2 years later, on June 17, 1595, 

the Steward of the Manor granted to Roger and Thomas 

Deacon and their heirs forever, at the will of the Lord of the 

Manor, one rood (one quarter of an acre) at Cornerhall. It 

was described as a barn with three bays and a shed attached 

to it, with a room above
6
.  Here the two brothers together 

ran a tannery business. Manor Court Books also show that 

in June 1598 the same property was divided between Roger 

and Thomas Deacon.
7
 Probably that was because, after both 

brothers married in June 1596, they began having children.  

The first child of Thomas and Martha Deacon  née  Fielde 

was baptised Phebe at St Marys on 3
rd

 April  1597.  

 

On 20 May 1600, a Manor Court Book shows Thomas 

Deacon was admitted, by the Lord of the Manor, to more 

property - one bay of a house and building called an Outlet 

with an orchard and garden on one rood of land in Corner 

Hall; and on 1
st
 June 1602 Thomas was admitted to another 

bay with a building and a half perch of land (a perch being 

25.29 square metres), next to his existing property.  On 28 

May 1605, both Thomas and Roger Deacon were admitted 

                                                           
6
 According to www.thefreedictionary.com, a barn is an old word for a 

measurement of 10.28 square metres and a bay was an area between 

posts or walls.   
7
  Information from About Towne (Newsletter) Vol 33 No 2. 
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to one acre each of meadow at Cornerhall. On 13 June 1609 

Thomas was admitted to another half-acre of meadow there.   

 

The dates of these acquisitions of property tie in quite 

closely with baptisms of some other children of Thomas 

and Martha Deacon at St Maryôs, such as:  Anne on 12
th
 

June 1600; Thomas on 14
th
 February 1602 (buried on 17

th
 

of that month); a son Elisha(1)
8
 on 9

th
 January 1603; a 

daughter Saray on 25
th
 December 1604; another son 

Thomas on 25
th
 December 1609; and Martha on 22

nd
 

August 1613. Six years later, on 22 October 1619, the 

couple had an unnamed daughter and, on 23 October 1619, 

an unnamed son, presumably twins, buried at St Maryôs. It 

seems Thomas and Martha Deacon had nine children and 

raised six, three dying as infants
9
. 

 

Although the date and place of her marriage has not been 

found, Phebe Deacon, her parentsô first child, is known to 

have married Zacheus Gould, probably in the period 

1617/20 in Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, its records 

missing for that period.  Zacheus was probably born there in 

about 1586/89. The timing of their marriage is assumed 

because St Maryôs Church records have the baptisms of 

three of their children: Phebe, on 17 September 1620, 

Maria  on 19 December 1621 and Martha on 25 May 1623. 

 

 Two more baptisms of children of Phoebe and Zacheus 

Gould, Priscilla on 7 September 1628 and John on 29 June 
                                                           
8
 In this book, the name Elisha is always followed by one of the 

numbers (1) to (5) to istinguish between the Deacon men of different 

generations having the same first name. However, in the times when 

they lived, they were referred to as Elisha Senior or Junior.   
9
 Charles Farrow usefully adjusted the way these Deacon baptisms were 

recorded in St Maryôs Register to match the present calendar, introduced 

in England in 1752. He also found the 1619 unnamed Deacon burials.  
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1635, were found, by Charles Farrow, on Great Missenden 

records, in Buckinghamshire, England; and arrears of Ship 

Money listed in 1635
10

 suggest Zacheus Gould, his wife 

Phebe née Deacon and some of these five children 

emigrated to New England, USA in about that year. They 

are found buying land in Topsfield, Massachusetts  in 1639.  

and by 1644, they had settled there.  

 

In 1643, Phebe, the eldest daughter of Phebe and Zacheus 

Gould, baptised in 1620, married Thomas Perkins, born in 

Hillmorton, Warwickshire, England in 1622.  Phebe and 

Thomas also emigrated to Topsfield, where their daughter 

Phebe Perkins was born in 1644. In 1663, Phebe Perkins 

married there Joseph Towne, who was born in Salem, 

Essex, Massachsetts, USA in 1629.
11

   

 

In April 1663, the death occurred in Topsfield, USA, of 

Phebe and Zacheus Gouldôs second daughter, Priscilla, at 

age 35.  She had been married to John Wildes and had eight 

children by him. Seven months after Priscillaôs death, 

Wildes married Sarah Averill.  That is thought to be the 

reason why Priscillaôs older sister Maria/Mary Redington 

née Gould and her younger brother Lieut. John Gould 

supported locals who accused Sarah Averill and others of 

being witches. Sarah was one of 5 women executed after the 

famous Salem Witch Trial of February 1692.  At the time of 

Zacheus Gouldôs death, he had an estate of 3,000 acres, one 

of the biggest in the area, which suggests his family would 

have had much social influence in the area
12

.           

                                                           
10

 Ship Money Records found at the National Archives in England by 

Charles Farrow 
11

 Karen Johnsenôs Pedigree Chart Vol 34 No 2; & Charles Farrowôs 

article about the Gould family in Vol 35 No 1. About Towne newsletter.  
12

 Topsfield Historical Collections Volume 11 (now on-line).                 
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In Hemel Hempstead in 

1605, Thomas Taylor was 

appointed to be vicar of 

St Maryôs Church. His 

stated aim was to 

establish unity, peace and 

concord in the village.  

He tried to get some 

villagers to conform to 

Puritan standards - to stop 

drinking to excess and 

living adulterous lives, 

and to attend church on 

Sundays and Saintsô days.   

After he fined someone  

for absence, complaint 

proceedings were brought 

against him by some 

substantial inhabitants, 

including Thos. Deacon 

the tanner, and John 

Besouth. However, the 

Rev. Taylor remained in 

his living until his death 

in 1628. He had the law 

on his side as there was a 

statutory fine on Church 

absenteeism at the time
13

. 
 

(13) On left: Original inscription on gravestone in St Maryôs 

Church of Thomas &  Mar tha Deaconôs son Thomas, b. 1609.  

                                                           
13

  Information from A History of Hemel Hempstead, by members of 

H.H. Hist. & Museum Soc.  pub. Borough of Hemel Hempstead, 1973. 

  

Here lyeth interred the body 

of Thomas Deacon the 

sonne of Thomas Deacon 

and Martha his wife, of 

Corner Hall, Batchelor of 

Artes & Student of Physick, 

who by his  Extraordinary 

height being in proportion 

to the length of his stone 

might shew the desire he 

had to heaven and so 

departed Sept 28
th
 A.D. 16  

............................................ 

Death and Time are alike 

repulsive to me (& both are 

tyrants); Not least when the 

former is victor over me the 

doctor; Fearing that which I 

used to control by logic and 

discoveries which I alone 

have made;  They will not 

let go unpunished.  And 

Time has decreed what will 

be. Death may take her 

time; she will come, but the 

way is obscure to me.  

 

As a memorial to his 

outstanding ability both as 

a scholar and as a 

physician. 
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In the 1600ôs, education became available to more people as 

the amount of dissent from the ways of the Established 

Church grew.  This was one factor which led to the English 

Civil War 1642-1651. 

 

Baptised in 1609, Thomas, the 2nd surviving son of 

Thomas and Martha Deacon attended Oxford University, 

where he was described as son of Thomas of Hamstead, 

Herts, pleb
14

. He attended Trinity College, Oxford, 

matriculating on 23 November 1627 aged 18; and he was 

awarded his B.A. on 6 December 1630, aged 21
15

.   

 

 The gravestone of Thomas Deacon,  scholar and doctor of 

medicine, originally lay on the floor of the vaulted chamber 

on the north side of the Chancel (where the altar is) in St 

Maryôs Church.  It was 6 feet long by 2 feet wide.  In 1846, 

the last 3 feet of the slab was cut off and removed from the 

Chancel, making it 3 feet long. On the cut-off part of the 

gravestone was the poem by Thomas Deacon, with an 

acknowledgement beneath it, both written in Latin (given in 

English on page 25)
16

. 

  

It is not known when this Thomas Deacon, son of the 

tanner, died, his year of death being missing from his 

gravestone when it was copied. During the English Civil 

War (1642-1649), and again during Cromwellôs 

Government (1649-1660) (see next chapter), records were 

often not kept or were destroyed.  The Bishops Transcripts 

                                                           
14

 A plebeian was a commoner in ancient Rome. 
15

 Thomasôs academic record from Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1886 by J. 

Foster, 8 vols.   
16

 Gravestone inscription in F.E. Cussansô History of Hertfordshire Vol 

III. Translation from Latin by Jennifer Miller, M.A., Warkworth, NZ.  
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for St Maryôs, Hemel Hempstead are missing between 1641 

and 1660.  (Charles Farrow pointed out to the present author 

that is partly because Cromwellôs Government abolished the 

role of Bishops when it took office in 1649).  

 

However, the baptism of an Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas 

Deacon, was entered on St Maryôs parish register on 4 

November 1646, several years after the death of Thomas, 

the tanner.  It seems therefore that Thomas Deacon, the 

scholar and doctor (or possibly a son of his also given the 

name Thomas) may have been Elizabethôs father.  On the 

web in 2015, an American Mayflower descendant quoted a 

Professor Gould as having written that Thomas Deacon, 

tanner of Cornerhall, was the grandfather of Lieut. Col 

Thomas Deacon, the Parliamentary soldier. If that were so, 

that soldier may have been a son of Thomas Deacon, the 

scholar; and the father of Elizabeth, baptised 1646.
17

   

 

Returning to Thomas Deacon (the tanner)ôs land 

acquisitions, on 25 May 1619 the Manor Court admitted 

Thomas Deacon to a cottage with a hearth and garden in 

Corrnerhall. Immediately afterwards Thomas surrendered 

that property to William Puddefat.  Two years later, on 29 

May 1621, William surrendered it back to Thomas Deacon, 

with the addition of a stable. Thomas Deacon went on to 

make other small acquisitions of land in the later 1620ôs. On 

22 May 1627 he was allowed to occupy one acre of arable 

land in Crouchfield Common and on 10 June 1828, was 

admitted by the Court as a tenant of that property.  The same 

day, he was admitted to a cottage of two bays with 

                                                           
17

 Robert E. Fitzgerald, the Mayflower descendant, who put  this 

information on the website: worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com,  told 

the author he copied it from another website where no source was given.  
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appurtenances in Cornerhall which had been held by Joseph 

Martyn, a Doctor of Medicine.     

 

When aged about 65 (if born 1565) on 16 October 1630, 

Thomas Deacon, tanner, began to divest himself of some 

of his land.  He surrendered his piece of arable land on 

Crouchfield Common of one acre and one rood out of Court 

to Richard Chadley Jnr.  On 24 March 1631, Thomas  

surrendered many of his other holdings to his eldest son 

Elisha(1) Deacon who, the Court record says, desired to be 

admitted to them
18

. These properties are mentioned in detail 

in Manor Court records, the description of them given here 

being the present authorôs interpretation of what was meant: 

 

All  of a dwelling house of Thomas Deacon and formerly of 

Roger Deacon  with a portion on the north with a yard;  and 

a building called an Outlet, west of land called The Moor;  

and the greater part of a building called The Shed situated 

near the dwelling house, with the Tan-vats below the Shed ( 

except for the upper ones called The Tops);  and all land on 

the west side of the Shed, between the Canal and the four 

Home-vats situated on the north side; and the building 

called a Lime House adjoining it with a furnace called a 

Kill,  and the building erected above it, extending to the 

gooseberry hedge on the west as far as the other separate 

piece of the orchard on the east, together with free passage 

of ingress, egress and regress to all the land and the Tan 

Vats.      

 

                                                           
18

  The actual words that appear in these Manor Court records are given 

in Towne Newsletter Vol. 33, No 2, in  the article : The Joseph Towne 

Connection: the Deacon, Gould and Perkins Families. The Deacon 

Family of Hertfordshire Part 2: Thomas the Tanner Part 2, by Charles 

Farrow, Consulting Genealogist, Towne Family Association..   
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Six months later, on 25
th
 March 1631, out of court, Thomas 

the tanner also surrendered to the use of himself and 

Martha his wife, for and during the term of their natural 

lives and to the longer liver of them; and after their deaths to 

the use of Elisha(1) Deacon their son and heirs forever the 

following: - the east part of his holding with the dwelling 

house in Cornerhall, reaching to the part which formerly 

belonged to Roger Deacon; and the upper yard and an 

outhouse lying on the east side of it (except one bay of 

outhousing standing furthest south); and the Tan-vats & 

outhouses lying north and northwest from the upper yard;  

and the ground where the Tan (leather?) lay and the  Beam 

House watering places there, Lime-vats, the upper yard barn 

and outhouses standing on the northwest side of the 

Tanyard, and the Barkmill and the house over it. 

 

This area also included the lower part of the biggest orchard 

reaching to the upper side of the gooseberry hedge; and the 

orchard next to the Tanyard and the north-west part of the 

biggest garden and the hedge and bakehouse & henhouse 

adjoining it, and a harehouse standing by itself with a little 

yard to it adjoining with free & quiet ingress, egress and 

regress to and from all the houses, tanvats, orchards and 

other places contained in this part.  

 

On 7 June 1631, Thomas Deacon, tanner was accused in 

the Court Leet (held by the Lord of the Manor for criminal 

offences) of encroaching on the waste land of the Manor 

beside the Kingôs highway in Cornerhall, having erected a 

boundary fence and a building called an Outlet there. He 

was ordered to remove them before 29 September 1631.  

 

In 1637, Thomas Deacon, tanner, then probably aged 

about 72, became the bailiff of Hemel Hempstead.  This 
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meant that, with the aid of a jury chosen by him, he presided 

over and managed market disputes at the fair.  The bailiff 

was elected annually by the inhabitants of Hemel 

Hempstead on the feast of St Andrewôs day - 30
th 

November; and he was expected to provide the feast
19

.  On 

8
th 

December 1642, Thomas Deacon, tanner, made his 

Will
 
in which he referred to himself as being sickened in 

body but of good and perfect memory.   

 

After he died (aged 77 if born 1565) an Inventory of his 

possessions was drawn up on 11
th
 Jan. 1643 by Roger 

Deacon of Flamstead, a village north of Hemel Hempstead, 

and his cousin Richard Sawell, and John Gage. They 

valued his assets, including £80 of bond bills owing to him, 

at £1,106-15s.  Thomasôs total assets would have had the 

purchasing power of about £163,909 in 2013.
20

 

 

The inventory 

shows   the 

tannerôs house 

had a dining-

hall, a kitchen 

and brew-house, 

three chambers 

above, and a 

garret above 

them, and it was 

well-furnished.  
 

14) House known as The Three Gables, in Cornerhall
21

   

                                                           
19

 Information from 1973 History of Hemel Hempstead. ed. S.Yaxley..   
20

 Purchasing power shown at http//www.measuringworth.com. 
21

 Photo and information about The Three Gables from article by 

Charles Farrow in About Towne Newsletter Vol 34, No 2. page.48.   
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Charles Farrow discovered that five Cornerhall buildings 

and one wall still found there today are on the British Listed 

Buildings website, all listed as Grade 2. That is defined as:  

of outstanding interest and not to be altered without consent 

from the local authority after it has had approval from 

English Heritage for the changes. The listing website said 

The Three Gables house was built in the 1500ôs or the late 

1400ôs and altered in the early 1600ôs.   

 

The period in which alterations to this house are thought to 

have been made is when Thomas and Marthaôs nine children 

were being born.  The photo of it shown here also seems to 

the present author to fit well with the description of the 

house in the 1643 Inventory attached to Thomasôs Will of 

1642 which says it had three bedrooms above and a garret.  

 

Charles Farrow wrote Thomasôs daughter Phebeôs home 

was in the buildings known as 9 and 10 Cornerhall, ( their 

photo given in the next chapter), situated on the opposite 

side of the street from The Three Gables.  It seems to the 

present author Thomas and Martha probably did live in 9 

and 10 Cornerhall when their children  had grown bigger but 

may have lived earlier and later in The Three Gables.   

 

The Inventory to Thomasôs Will says his tanyard had two 

sheds with lofts above.  Butts, hides and skins he held were 

valued at £678 (having a purchasing power of £100, 473 in 

2013).   This Thomas Deacon, was also a farmer.  At his 

death, his crops of wheat, barley and malt were worth nearly 

£200 (a purchasing power of £29,640 in 2013) - his animals, 

worth nearly £50 (a purchasing power of £7,410 in 2013) 

were horses, foals, hogs (castrated boars), hogs, and sheep.  

His farming equipment was worth about £20 (a purchasing 

power of £2,964 in 2013).  



32 

 

 

 

Thomas Deacon, tanner, left to his children, not named in 

his Will, no more but twenty shillings apiece  (having a 

purchasing power of £148.20p in 2013) and to the pore 

people of Hemel Hempstead 30 shillings (£222.30p in 

2013).  It was his special desire that all his debts would be 

honestly paid by his overseers, his loving cozen, Richard 

Sawell, and his eldest son, Elisha(1). He left them each 10 

shillings (£74.10p in 2013) for their pains.  

 

Thomas willed the balance of his goods, 

chattels and credits to his wife, Martha, 

making her his sole executrix.  He said he 

was fully persuaded she would honestly 

discharge his loving friends, the men he had 

engaged to direct men at his request; and 

believed while she lived she would be 

helpful to his children, arranging to give 

them what she could spare above her own 

needs, according to their kind and dutiful 

behaviour towards her.
22

   
 

(15) Above: Brass of Mary or Anne Rowley, 

a wife who died 1625/27, Brent Pelham, 

Herts  
 

(16) On right: B rass of Pemberton 

daughters, 1627, St Albans (St Peterôs), 

Herts.
23
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 Will of Thomas Deacon 1642 and Inventory Ref 32 HW 95, Hertford 

Record Office, Hertford, England.  A website www.geni.com in 2015 

gave Marthaôs dates as 15 February 1579 - 24 October 1663 and said she 

was a half-sister of Richard Field (1561-1616). but  offered no sources 

for any of this information.  
23

 Figs. 13 and 56  from  Hertfordshire Brasses by Mary Rensten, 1982                                                      


