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PREFACE

In 1924, my father Laurence William
Holt (18981970), visited Hemel
Hempstead, with his older brother,
Horace James Hol(1894-1975), on
their first trip to England from New
Zealand. They knew it was where their
father, Thomas Franz Holt(1853
1908), who emigrated to NZ in 1879,
had lived as a childMy father was
aged 10 when his father T.F. Holt died.

2 amear s SN ~

(2) T.F. Holt as a yaing man

LaurenceW. Holt brought back to NAwo postcards of
Hemel Hempsteath 1924




4 1924 The Marlowes, acontinuation of the Hih St

In 1950, my father took his wife aridur children to Hemel
Hempsteadwhile hewason a year 6s study
job as Associate Professor of Accountancy at Auckland
University Collegeln 1963, dter his retiremenas Emeritus
Professor, hagainvisitedit with members of his family

(5) 1963: From left: B.H.Holt with NZ cousmand Prof
L.W. Holt, in High St, Hemel Hempstead(S.B.Holt)
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The Deacon name bel onged t o
maternal ancestorsFollowing thecustomof themot her 6 s
surname giverno a second soni wasincluded in the name

of his younger brotherJames Deacon Holt (188®18).
Franzthen gaveit to his second sorFrank Deacon Holt
(18951963) born in New Zealand.

| began researching my Deacon line in 1992, by reading
films of St Ma rag passh rg@stees lat aHe mp s
Mormon Family History Centre in New Zealand. At the

time, as well as the Deacons, | was researching my Holt
paternal line (published dhe Holt Linein May 2000), and

my fatherds maternal l i nes, t h
Radbrd families of Devon, England.

| soon discovered that the Deacons, from tH&théough to
the 19" century, owned a key business in the small town of
Hemel Hempstead in which they lived. Their line therefore
proved far easier to research than anyngfDevon lines in
which families tended to move from place to place. In
August 1992, | went to England for one month and visited
record offices and places where my families had lized
took photographs, sonod themincluded in this booklet.

| visited the Hertfordshire Record Office and Library in the

town of Hertford and was thrilled to find there Deacon Wills
from the 16006s. On t hat Vi
historian, Sheila Pettman of Hertford, who spent a generous
amount of her time, in theollowing years, voluntarily

helping me to find out more about my Deacon family. She

sent me names from registers, passageslatal histoy,

and pictures of places astiedrew a sketch map of Hemel
Hempstead for me. In 1995, she made the long tripet@ N
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Zealand for a holiday with me amd meet a Pettman family
member here.

Another member of théamily of genealogistsvho helped
me work on this history is my NZ friendennifer Miller, a
relation by marriage of Freda, the wife of my late uncle,
Horace JamesHolt. Shelooked up some things for me
while overseas, translated the Latin orl & 0 Méason
gravestone and commented on my first draft of this history.

| am indebted to Nick Holmes of Cardiff, Wales, a
descendant of my Deacon ancestor, Elfdlh for
advertising hi s i nterest i n
Research Directory. After | contacted him in 1993, he sent
meaDeacond e s ¢ e mtemani¢sod Hemel Hempstead

| also acknowledge help | received from staff of Hertford
Library; and fromthe Hertfordshire Family and Population
History Society in the UK who gave me permission to print
copies of their logo and drawing of a Militia man. | am also
grateful to Mary Rensten, UK author of the book:
Hertfordshire Brassedpr giving me permissiono include
copies of a few of the many brasses appearing in her book.

| am also grateful to staff and volunteers of the New
Zealand Genealogical SociegndJanice Hamilton of Bw
Zealandfor designing the cover of this book afaor the
layout of it*

Barbara H. Holt, New Zealand,December 2000

! This version of the Reface to théstEdition includes photographmt
originally in it and it is also slightly edited. .
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Preface to the Second Edition

In 2001, | sent copies ahy 56:page bookletThe Deacons
of Cornerhall to members of my Holt family in NZ and
overseas and to several libraries, includinghe Hertford
Library and Record Office in Englandis a result, btween
September 200and DecembeR014, | was contacted via
email byfour overseapeople abouit.

The first was Marilyn Scott of Lancashire, Englan@vho
corresponded with me betwe&ept. 2005and Jan. 2006

She was researching her ancestor Daniel Deacon of
Hertfordshire mai nl vy usi ng t he Mor m
International Genealogical Indetline. The IGlbegan to

be put on the web in 199@&fter | completed my research

into the Deacon family. It waavailableon film in Mormon
Libraries when I was doing my
However, | chose not to use it becauagh of the material

on it was notfrom church registersbut contributed by

family researcherwho provided no sources for it.

Marilyn told meinformation shehadfound on the 1Glon-
line suggested hebaniel Deaconborn 1709 was a great
grandson of Elisha(3) Deaconut she had found no church
information confirming that relationship. In 2015, the
situation with regard to the 1GI on theeb appears to baat
the Mormon Church hsremoved much information and
duplication which appead onthe old IGI It has also
divided thelGI on the webinto a Community Contributed
IGI and a Community Indexed IGlthe latterinformation
beingfrom church registerson the old IGI. However, some
information on the old IGI is not found on the new IGI; and
the Mormon Church advises it is better to look for
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information from church registers the Historical Records
part of its websitewww.familysearch.ay.

| am grateful toMarilyn for telling me about two Deacon
marriages she found on the old IGI | did not have details of;
and for information she found on the Genes Reunited and
other websites about early Hertfordshire Deacon and Fielde
families. (This information was possiblyput there by
American descendants &hebe Gould née Deacon born
1597, eldest child of Thomas Deacon, tanner, and his wife,
Martha née Field).

The seconf the four overseas peopleho contaced me

was an Australian Profesor Alan Atkinson, between
Januaryand April 2006. He was thenARC Professorial

Fellow in the School of Classics, History and Religion
University of New England, Armidale, Austrgliand is now
Emeritus Professor and Senior
University of Sydney, Australidde provided me withmany

pieces of informationand commentsabout the Deacon

family of Hemel Hempstead, from whom he is descended.

Alan pointed out the Oxford Dictionary of Biograplign-
line) has a long entry aboaohurchma Richard Field, born
1561 in Hemel HempsteadHe was interestedhat it was
suggested on the geni.com wate that Richard was a half
brother of Martha Deacon née Field He also noted
someone ora website mentioned Brofessor Gould had
written that a gaindson of Thomas and Martha Deaewas
a Lieut-Colonel in the English Civil WaHe suggestedhat
becausea local history of Hemel Hempstead sdigeir son
Elisha(l) Deaconmay have been a Captain in tkame
War, having two sources for similar story neart it was
more likely tohave someruth behind it.
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Alan also commentedn my transcriptionof the Will of

Elisha (1) of 1661You say that Elish#eft to his younger

son Thomas the Books oifithe Mar | o\
Bookes of Marteis inotherwor ds Foxeds Book ¢
standard fare for Puritansl was pleased to receive this
correction as | hado knowledgeof JohnFox e 6s book o
the DeaconbeingPuritans

| had written thasome Deacons of Hemel Hempstead may

have attnded a noworformist church afted found their

baptisms were missing from thee gi st er of St M
established Church of England Hemel Hempsteadilan

thought they wergossibly members of a Baptist Church;

but knew its early records were not availablew to prove

it. (I have included in this second editioriormation about

when Baptis Churches were establishedn Hemel
Hempsteagwhich | found in a book on the wgb

Alan also knew something about th&ould family. He
wrote: me of themvere involved irthe Salem witch trials

i n t heandve® @otelears of Joseph Smith, founder
of the Church of Latter Day Sainf{glso known as the
Mormon Church)

Alan is a descendant dfatherine Paten née Deacon,
daughter ofElisha(4) Deaconand Elizabeth Theed who
married at Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire in 1743. (Theirs
was one of theDeacon marriageMarilyn Scott found on
the old IGI.) Alan alsogave manformation about Deacons
he found in two TheedlVills. With his permission | have
included his Theedhformation in Chapter 5 of this second
edition since my greatgrandmother Sarah Holt née
Deacon born 1821 in Hemel Hempsteadvas &so a
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descendant oElizabeth Deaconnée Theedand Elisha(4)
Deacon throughtheir sonElisha(5).

The third overseasperson to contact me about my first
edition was Chris Reynolds of the website
www.hertfordshiregenealogy.co.ukin February 2009He
put on his websitea photo of the cover of my booklahd
asked mehow people could obtaia copy of it.I told him|

planned to revise it and would let him know whsguch
copies were available

The fourth andlatest overseasperson to contact me

between October 2014 March 2015 about my 2000

booklet wasKaren Johnsen, Vice-Presidenof the Towne

Family Association of the USA Shesaw mybookK et 0 s
cover on Chris Reynol dsd web:
email address. Karen told me she waslanning to lead a

group of TFA Members to England in 201&hd wondered

whethe my booklet would provideghem with information
aboutDeacons of Hemel Hempstetieky did not have.

Karen has since sent me copies of recent T.Rrefusletters
which mention the Deacsof Cornerhallmainly in articles
by EnglishmarCharles Farrow, Corsulting Genealogist to
the TFA. One of tbs e | ooked at Thoma
ancestors in other parts of Hertfordshifwhich | have
decided are outside the scopenoy bookle). Another is
based on informatio€harlesfound in Manor Court Books
of Hemel Hempeado f t h e relévén0tO thesDeacons

Another by Charles Farrowyith the titteT h o mas Deaco
House has information from the British Listed Buildings
website which broadly datess housesl photographedn

1992at Cornerhall. The Pedigree Chastprepared by Karen


http://www.hertfordshire-genealogy.co.uk/
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Johnsen i ncl ude one fPbebe T h o me

Deacon, baptised 1597 in Hemel Hempste&he married
Zacheus Gouldbetween 1614620 in England and died in
Essex County, Massachusetts, USA. Another is about their
granddaughter Phebe Perkins born 1644, who married in
1662 Joseph Townewho was born in 1639 in Salem,
Essex, Massachusetts, USA.

K a r ePhaelse Deacon chart nantee parents oMartha
Field, who became the wife of Thomas Deacon in 1586,
John Field born 1535 andGrace Turner born 1555 in
Hertfordshire. Charles Farrow discovered the Will of John
Field confirmed he was the father oboth thetheologian,
Richard Field andof Martha Deaconnée Field

| am grateful toKaren Johnsen, Charles Farrow and the
Towne Family Assn for allowing me tomention Thomas
Deaco® $§ at her 6 s Wi | | and Manor
Hempstead; the Will of John Field; baptism dates of all the
children of Thomas and Martha Deacon; some descendants
of their eldestdaughter Phoebeand official estimates of
when Cornerhalhousesvere built B. H. Holt 2015.

Preface to the3rd Edition

Included in this edition on page 21,is information I
receivedthis year from a U.K. reader who found a reliable
source onfirming Martha Deacon née Reld was Richard

F i e haif-isser Also includedin this edition on page 24,

is somewell-documentednformation | receivedthis year,
from a reader in the USAabout the Gould familyd s
involvement in thel692Salem witclestrial.

B. H. Holt 2016
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1: THOMAS DEACQGNTANNER AND
BAILIFFabt 1565¢ 1642

The parish church of St Mar y o0 s
Mar yos) , H e msesbme 2@ milpssnorévest of

London, in the diocese of St Albans, Hertfordshire, England.

It is in cruciform style, and was built by the Nans of

stone and flint, with Roman bricks inserted. Begun in 1140

and taking about 40 years to build, its South Porch was

added in the 14th century. The Church has a fluted leaded

spire, reaching to almost 200 feet, from the same period. A

North Porch vas added in the fcentury?

(6) Brass commemorating Robert & Margaret Albyn, about
1390, on wal l i nsi de St Maryds Ch

2 Notes, plan & inside photo are fromabakl about St Maryos
pub. by the Church Publishers, Ramsgate.
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@Anot her View of St 182ryos Chu
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(10) TheNor man Col umns inside St M
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Hemel is the name of a district found in a Bodley
Manuscript of about 705The nameHempsteads from the
Old Englishword for homesteadhamsted@ In 1539,King
Henry VIII gave the town of Hemel Hempstead its first

Charter, granting it the right to hold weekly markets and an

annual fair on Corpus Christi. Hwadhis children brought
up at Hatfield Hertfordshire near Hemel Hempstead

Originally from the Greek word for a servateaconis an

Old English word from the 120

the lowest rank of holy orders or a church officer who was

officially celibate. Surnaes began to be used in the South
of England at about this time. THBeaconname was
perhaps given as a nickname to a religiousded person

parish records beg, five people
having the surname Deacon, either
brothes and sisters or cousins, were
married there in 1581 Roger to
Rebecca Groves; in 158Audrie to
Matthew Robson; in 1592 Raphe to
Miriam Howton; in 1596 Roger to

o B B Annis Turner and Thomas to
k™ \lartha Fielde”.

(11) 1992 Postcard of the spireof StMays Chur c h.

3 Ekwall, Eilert, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place
namesdth Edition, reprinted 1970.

‘st Maryd6s marriages found from
Films, along with eme Bishops Transcripts.

In the late 1 5 0 OvbBen S't Mar yos

155
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(12) Brass at St Ippollits, south of Hitchin, of the Hughes
family. Alice, the wife, died in 1594 at age 29.

There were also Deacons living in other parts of
Hertfordshire at this time. InM615 Laurence Deacon, a
husbandman (smallafr me r ) of St Paul 6s
Hitchen, left a norcupative (by word of mouth) Will.

The Field surname (also speFeild and Fielde) in this

district had strong connections to the ChurckVilliam

Fieldwas Mini ster of St Magtoyds i n
a list of its ministers given in the booklet about the Church.

Richard Field, born in Hemel Hempstead in 1564as a

son ofJohn Field, by his first wife, Margerie Gladman

(alsohaving a Hemel Hempstea@mily namg whom John

married on 28 July 1560 attS Ma Clyades Farrow

di scovered t he Wildhh FietnfsholRdadc har d ¢
Johnwas alsothe father of Martha Fielde who married

Thomas Deaconin 1596; but it did not show whether
Martha was Ri chsisterdds sister or

® A copy of this brass used as its logo by the Hertfordshire Family and
Population History Society who gave permission for it to be used here.
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A book has now been stiovered whichshowsthat after

John Field marriedMargerie Gladman on 28 July 1560 at

St Mar y 0 s th€ihsonRichard Riedddvas born in

1561, Margerie was buried at Hemel Hempsteadl8riMay

1573°. John then marrieGrace Turner at StMar y 628 o n
June, 157%nd their daughteviartha Field was baptised at

St Maryds on 1T6haBegBnddymakesher 1 57 8
RichardFieldés half-sister.

Richard was educated nearby in Berkhampsteadie
entered Oxford University in 1577 aged Had becamea
very distinguished churchmarProfessor Atkinsorold the
author a long entry about Richardrield is in the Oxford
Dictionary of National Biographywhich can be read on
line. It includes these facthie becamechaplain to Queen
Elizabeth 1 ando James 1 and dean of Gloucestewas
present at the Hampton Court Conference which launched
the translation of the King James Bipblend he was
nationally known in England as the authoradfook called
Of the Church Five Bookespublished in London in 1606.

ProfessorAtkinson said this book is an extraordinary work

of scholarship, still regarded as one of the founding
documentsof the Church of EnglandField was also a
greatly admired preacher and verkelable and open
minded man. Fuller, a contemporanstorian described
him as: That learned Divine whose memory smelleth like a
field the Lord hath blessed

Unlike his wife Marthaés birth, the actual year of birth of
Thomas Deacon of Cornerhalis still unknown. However,
Charles Farrowdiscoveed from the 1582 Will ofThomas

® Nathaniel Field:Some Short Memorials Concerning the Life of that
Reverend Divin®octor Richard Field pub. 171617. Google Books
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Deacon of Bovigdon,4 miles fromHemel Hempstead that
his sonsRoger and Thomas Deaconwere both under21
years oldwhen their fathedied CharlesFarrow also learnt
from his study ofManor Court Bools of Hemel Hempstead
that Thomas Deacon and three other young memvere
accusedof illegally fishing in a stream belongg to the
Lord of the Manor in June 1593.

The same books show thatyearslater, on June 17, 1595,
the Steward of the Manogranted toRoger and Thomas
Deaconand their heirdorever, at the will of the Lordf the
Manor, one rood(one quarter of an acreat Cornerhall It
was described asbarn with three bays and a shed attached
to it, with a room above Herethe two brotherstogether
ran a tannerybusinessManor Court Bookslso show that
in June 1598he same property was dividethetweenRoger
andThomas Deacorf Probablythat was becausafterboth
brothersmarriedin Junel596 they began having children.
The first child ofThomasandMartha Deacon née Fielde
was baptisedhebeat St Maryon 3% April 1597.

On 20 May 1600,a Manor Court Book show§homas
Deaconwas admittedby the Lord of the Mangrto more
property- one bay of a house and building called an Outlet
with an orchard and garden on one rood of land in Corner
Hall; and on1® June 1602Zrhomaswas admitted to another
bay with a building and a half perch of land (a perch being
25.29 square metrgsnext to his existing propertyOn 28
May 1605, botiThomas andRoger Deaconwere admitted

® According to www.thefreediinary.com, @arnis an old word for a
measurement of 10.28 square metres aoalyavas an area between
posts or walls.

’ Information fromAbout Towne (Newsletter) Vol 33 No 2.
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to one acreachof meadow at Cornerhaldn13 Junel609
Thomaswas admitted to another hatre of meadowhere.

The dates of theseacquisitions of property tie in quite
closely with baptisms ofsome other children of Thomas
and Martha Deaconat S t M asuch @ssAnne on 12"
June1600; Thomas on 14" February1602 (buried on 17
of that month); a sonElisha(1)® on 9" January 1603a
daughter Saray on 25" December 1604; another son
Thomas on 25" December1609; and Martha on 22
August 1613 Six years later, on 22 October 161%e
couple hd an unnamed daughter and, on 23 Octdi&ir9
an unnamed sompresumably twinsb ur i ed atlt St
seemsThomas and Martha Deacdrad nine children and
raisedsix, threedying as infantd

Although the date and place dfer marriage has not been
found, Phebe Deacon h e r fipsechild, mstkrso@n to
have married Zacheus Gould probably in the period
1617/20 in Bovingdon, Hemel Hempsteaits records
missingfor that period. Zacheus waprobablyborntherein
about 1586/89 The timing of their mariage is assumed
because St Mafy Church recordave the baptisms of
three of their children:Phebe, on 17 September 1620,
Maria on 19 December 1621 aiMhrtha on 25 May 1623.

Two more baptisms ofchildren of Phoebe and Zacheus
Gould, Priscilla on 7 ptember 1628 andbhn on 29 June

8 In this book, the namélisha is always followed by one of the
numbers (1 to (5) to istinguish between the Deacon men of different
generations having the same first name. However, in the times when
they lived, they were referred to Bisha Senioror Junior.

® Charles Farrow usefully adjusted the way these Deacon baptieras w
recorded in St Maryds Register to
in England in 1752. He also found the 1619 unnamed Deacon burials.



24

1635, werefound by Charles Farrojywon Great Missenden
records in Buckinghamshire, Englanénd arears ofShip
Money listed in 1635 suggestZacheus Gould his wife
Phebe née Deaconand some of these five children
emigrated to New England, USA in about that yeHney
are found buying land in Topsfield, Massachusetts in 1639
and by 1644, they had settled there.

In 1643,Phebe,the eldestdaughter of Phebe and Zacheus
Gould, baptisedin 162Q marriedThomas Perkins, born in
Hillmorton, Warwickshire, England in 1622 Phebe and
Thomasalso emigrated to Topsfieldwhere their daughter
Phebe Perkinswas born in 1644ln 1663,Phebe Perkins
married thereJoseph Towne who was born in Salem,
Essex, Massachsetts, USA in 962

In April 1663, the death occurred in TopsfielSA, of

Phebeand Zacheus Gould second daughtePriscilla, at

age 35. Shbkad beemarriedto John Wildes and hackight

children by him Sevenmont hs after Prisci
Wildes married Sarah Averill. That is thought to be the
reasoowhy Pri sci | IMarid/MaryoRedington si st e
née Gould and heryounger brotherLieut. John Gould

supported locals whoaccusd Sarah Averilland others of

being witches. Sarahwasone of 5 women executed aftbe
famousSalemWitch Trial of Februaryl692 At the time of
Zacheus Goul dés deat h, he had
of the biggest in the areahich suggests his family would

havehadmuch social influencein the area*?.

12 Ship Money Records found at the National Archives in England by

Charles Farrow

“"Karen Johnsemdas VRddi3gir N@ @ha & Charl ¢
article about the Gould family in Vol 35 No About Towneewsletter.

12 Topsfield Historical Collections Volume Xhow on-line).
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of Thomas Deacon the In Hemel Hempstead in
sonne of Thomas Deacon || 1605, Thomas Taylovas

?:”d Maﬁheﬁ hBiS "k‘]’iff’ Off appointed to be vicar of
orner Hall, Batchelor of (| " Maryos Chur

Artes & Student of Physick .

who by his Extraordinary stated' am . was to
height being in proportion establlsmnlty, peace and
to the length ofhis stone [| concord in the village.
might shew the desire hd] He tried to get some
had to heaven and sdf Vvillagers to conform to
departed Sept J8A.D. 16 Puritan standardsto stop
............................................ drinking to excess and
Death and Time are alikel} living adulterous lives,
repulsive to me (& both are|l and to attend church on
tyrants) Not least when the Sundayand Saintso

former is victor over me the After he fined someone
doctor; Fearingthat which | .
for absence, complaint

used to control by logic and .
discoveries which | alone proceedings were brought

have made; They will notf @gainst him by some
let go unpunished. Andj Substantial inhabitants,
Time has decreed what willj including Thos. Deacon
be. Death may take helfj the tanner and John
time; she will come, but thgj Besouth However, the
way is obscure to me. Rev. Taylor remained in
_ _ his living until his death
As a memorial to his [} i 1628 He hadthe law
QUtS;iﬂg'lgg ag'r% bo;z asa on his sideas therevas a
physician. statutory _flne onC_hurch
absenteeismat the timé>.

(13) On left: Original inscription on gravestonei n St Mar vy @
Church of Thomas& Martha Deacorés son Thomas, b. 1609.

13 Information fromA History of Hemel Hempstegldy members of
H.H. Hist. & Museum Sacpub.Borough of Hemel Hempstead, 1973.
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I n t he 16 0 bedasne avalable toanbre meopke
the amount of dissent from the ways of the Established
Church grew. This was one factor which led to the English
Civil War 16421651.

Baptised in 1609,Thomas, the 2nd surviving son of
Thomas and Martha Deacon attendedOxford University,
where he waglescribed as son dfhomasof Hamstead,
Herts, ple®. He attended Trinity College Oxford,
matriculaing on 23 Noember1627 aged 18and he was
awarded his B.A. on 6 Dember163Q aged 2.

The gravestone ofhomas Deaca, scholar and doctaf
medicine originally lay on the floor of the vaulted chamber
on the north side of the Chandglhere the altar )sin St
Mar y 6 s . Ewasa feetiong by 2 etwide. In 1846,
the last 3 é4 of the slab was cut off and rewed from the
Chancel, making it 3 feet long. On the gt part of the
gravestone washe poem by Thomas Deacon, with an
acknowledgemertteneath it bothwritten in Latin (givenin
Englishon page 25°.

It is not known whenthis Thomas Deacon son of he

tanner, died his year of death being missing from his
gravestone when it was copieBuring the English Civil

War (164216 49) , and again durin
Government (1649660) (seenext chapter records were

often not kept or were destroyed. TheslBps Transcripts

A plebeian was a commoner in ancient Rome.

5T h o masademiaecordfrom Alumni Oxonienses 15a0886by J.

Foster, 8 vols.

®Gravestone inscripti onrtfardshireVolE. Cus s a
[ll. Translation from Latin by Jennifer Miller, M.A., Warkworth, NZ.



27

forSt MaHemeb ldempstead araissingbetweenl641
and166Q (Charles Farrowpointed outo thepresentuthor

that i s partly because Cromwe
role of Bishopsvhenit took office in 1649.

However, the bBptism of arElizabeth, daughter offhomas

Deacon was entered on St Mar y G
November 1646severalyears after the death dhomas,

the tanner It seems therefore thdthomas Deacon the

scholar and doctor (quossiblya son of hisalso given the

nameT h o ma s ) may have beGnnhe EI i z
web in 2015 an AmericarMayflower descendanguoted a
Professor Gould abkaving written thatThomas Deacon

tanner of Cornehall, was the grandfather dfieut. Col
Thomas Deacon, the P@amentary soldierlf that wereso,

that soldiermay have beera son ofThomas Deaconthe

scholar, andthefather ofElizabeth, baptised 16487

Returning to Thomas Deacon (the tannej6 sland
acquisitions, on 25 May 1619 tHdanor Court admitted
Thomas [@acon to a cottage with a hearth and garden in
Corrnerhall Immediately afterwards Thomas surrendered
that property to William Puddefat. Two years later, on 29
May 1621, William surrendered it back to Thomas Deacon,
with the addition of a stabléflhomas [@acon went orno
make othersmall acquisitoeo f | and i n the | a
22 May 1627 he was allowed to occupy one acre of arable
land in Crouchfield Common and on 10 June 1828s
admitted by the Court as a tenant dtfbroperty. Thesame
day, he was admitted to a cottage oftwo bays with

" Robert E. Fitzgerald, thélayflowerdescendant, who put this
information on the website: worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry.com, told
the author he copied it from anotheebsite where no source was given.
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appurtenances Cornerhall which had bedreld byJoseph
Martyn, a Doctor of Medicine.

When aged about 65 (if born 1565ndl6 October 1630,
Thomas Deacon, tannerbegan to divest himself of some

of his lard. He surrendered his piece of arable land on
Crouchfield Common of one acre and one rood out of Court

to Richard Chadley Jnr. On 24 March 1631, Thomas
surrendered amy of hisother holdingsto his eldest son
Elisha(1) Deaconwho, the Court record gs, desired to be
admitted to therlf. Thesepropertiesarementioned irdetail

in Manor Courtrecords, the description of thengiven here
beingthepresentauthdrs i nt er pr etrmeat on of

All of a dwelling house ofhomas Deacorand formerly of
Roger Deacon with a portion on the north with a yard; and

a building called arDutlet, west of land called The Moor;
and the greater part of a building called The Shed situated
near the dwelling house, with the Faatsbelowthe Shed (
except for the uppeones called The Tops); and all land on
the west side of the Shed, between the Canal antbtine
Homevats situated on the north side; and the building
called a Lime House adjoining it with a furnace called a
Kill, and the building erected above it,terding to the
gooseberry hedge on the west as far as the stymarate
piece of the orchard on the east, together with free passage
of ingress, egress and regress to all the land and the Tan
Vats.

18 The actual words that appear in these Manor Court records are given
in Towne Newsletter Vol. 33, No 2, in the articl&éhe Joseph Towne
Connection: the Deacon, Gould and Perkins Families. The Deacon
Family of Hertbrdshire Part 2:Thomas the Tanner Part By Charles
Farrow, Consulting Genealogist, Towne Family Association..
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Six months later, m 25" March 1631, out of courfThomas

the tanner also surrenderedo the use ofhimself and
Martha his wife, for and during the term of their natural
lives and to the longer liver of them; and after their deaths to
the use oElisha(1l) Deacontheir son and heirs forever the
following: - the east part of his holding with the dwelling
house in Cornerhallreaching to the part whicformerly
belonged toRoger Deacon and the upper yard anan
outhouse lying on the east side of it (except one bay of
outhousing standing furthest south); atidt Tanvats &
outhouses lying north and northwest from the upper yard,;
and the ground where tHean (leathe?) lay and the Beam
House watering places thetame-vats, the upper yard barn
and outhouses standing on the northwest side of the
Tanyard, andhe Barkmill and the house over it

This areaalso includedhe lower part of the biggest orchard
reaching to the upper side of the gooseberry hedge; and the
orchard next to th&anyard and the norWest part of the
biggest garden and the hedge and baksb & henhouse
adjoining it, and a harehouse standing by itself with a little
yard to it adjoining with free & quiet ingress, egress and
regress to and from all the houses, tanvats, orchards and
other places contained in thpart.

On 7 June 1631IThomas Deacon,tanner was accused in
the Court LeetH{eld by the Lord of the Manor for criminal
offences) ofencroaching on the waste landl the Manor
beside the Kingds highway i
boundary fence and a building called @ntlet there. He
was ordered to remove them before 29 September. 1631

In 1637 Thomas Deacon tanner, then probably aged
about 72, became the bailifiof Hemel Hempstead This
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meant that, with the aid of a jury chosen by him, he presided

over and managed market pliges at the fair. The bailiff

was elected annually by thenhabitants of Hemel
Hempstead on t he feast3d of St
November and hewas expected to provide the fédstOn

8" December 1642Thomas Deacon tanner, made his

Will in which he eferred to himself as beingickened in

body but of good and perfect memory.

After he died(aged 77if born 1565) an Inventory of his
possessions was drawn up on""1lan. 1643by Roger
Deaconof Flamstead a village north of Hemel Hempstead
and his cousinRichard Sawell, and John Gage They
valued his assets, including £80 of bond bills owingito,
at £1,10615s T h o maatalbassets wouldhave had the
purchasing power of abofi.63,909n 2013%°

The inventory
\ shows the
tanner 6s hou

had a dining
hall, a kitchen
and brewhouse,
three chambers
- | above, and a
i: B garret above
them andit was
well-furnished.

14) Houseknown asThe Three Gablesn Cornerhall*

19 Information from 1973 History of Hemel Hempstead. ed. S.Yaxley..

2 pyrchasing poweshown at http//www.meastingworth.com

% pPhoto and information about The Three Gables from article by
Charles Farrow iAbout TownéNewsletter Vol 34, No 2. page.48.
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Charles Farrowdiscovered that fiveCornerhall building
and one walktill found there today armen the British Listed
Buildings websiteall listed as Grade.Z'hat isdefined as:

of outstamling interest and not to be altered without consent
from the local authority after it has had approval from
English Heritage for the change$he listingwebsitesad
The Three Gableshousewas builtin  t h e orlilHel&té 6 s
1 4 0 Gndaltered intheearly 1 6 0.0 6 s

The periodin which alterations to this house are thought to

have been madeveh en Thomas anrchildrédhar t he
were being born.The photo of it shown here also seems to

the present author to fit well with the description tbé

housein t he 1643 I nventory attac
1642 whch sayst had three bedrooms above and a garret.

Charles Farrowmwrote T h 0 madsadusg ht e r honieh e b e €
was in the buildings known as 9 and 10 Cornerlgateir

photo given in the next chaptedgtuated on the opposite

side of the street frorihe Three Gables It seemsto the

present authomhomas andMVartha probablydid live in 9

and 10 CornerhaWwhentheir children had growrbiggerbut

may havdived earlierandlater inThe Three Gables

The I nvent orWilsays histahyardhbhad tws
sheds with lofts aboveButts, hides and skirge held were
valued at £67&havinga purchasing power a£100, 43 in
2013). This Thomas Deaconwas also a farmer. At his
death, his cropsf wheat, barley and malt were worth nearly
£200(a purchasing power @29,640 in 2013) his animals,
worth nearly £50(a purchasing power 7,410 in 2013
were horses, foals, hogs (castrated bo&us)s and sheep.
His farming equipment was worth abdif20 (a purchasing
power of£2,964 in 2018
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Thomas Deacon tanner left to his children, not named in
his Will, no more but twenty shillings apiecéhaving a
purchasing power of £148.20p in 2018)d to the pore
people of Hemel Hempstead 30 shillin{g222.30p in
2013) It was his special desire that all his deltsuld be
honestly paid by hi®verseershis loving cozenRichard
Sawell and hiseldestson, Elisha(1). He left themeach10
shillings(£74.10p in 2013jor their pains

Thomas willed the balance of his goods,
chattels and credits to his wiféJlartha,
making her his sole executrix.He said he
was fully persuadedshe would honestly
discharge hisoving friends the men he had
engaged to direct men at his requestd
believed while she lived she would be
helpful to his children, arranging to give
them what she could spare above her own
needs, according to their kinghd dutiful

behaviour towards héf

(15) Above: Brass of Mary or Anne Rowley,
a wife who died 1625/27, Brent Blham,
Herts

(16) On right: Brass of Pemberton #§
daughters, 1627, St Albans( St P.e tias
Herts.?®

22 Will of Thomas Deacon 1642 and Inventory Ref 32 HW 95, Hertford

Record Office, Hertford, EnglandA websitewww.geni.comin 2015

gaveMar t hadés dat es -&240Octlier 1668 bndiseshe y 157 9
was a haksister of Richard Field (1561616. but offered no sources

for any of this information.

% Figs. 13 and 56rom Hertfordshire Brassdasy Mary Rensten, 1982



